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ACVIM Oncology Candidate Study Guidelines 

Suggested Study Materials 
The list of suggested reference materials is meant to guide Candidates in preparing for 
the Examination and represent a body of knowledge that a Candidate would know. 
While the most up to date publications may not be present on this list, as a best practice 
residents should have exposure to current literature as an ongoing part of their 
residency training programs. Specific recommendations for exam preparation cannot be 
made beyond the clinical training gained from participation in a residency program.   

Textbooks 

When more than one edition is available, reference the most current published edition / 
version of the textbook, available immediately following the most recent relevant ACVIM 
examination administration date. 

Core textbooks are those in which the entire textbook contributes to a comprehensive 
knowledge base of the relevant Specialty or the General Examination. 

1. Vail, Thamm, and Liptak: Withrow and MacEwen’s Small Animal Clinical 
Oncology, 6th Edition. (2019) 

2. Harrington, Tannock, Hill, and Cescon: The Basic Science of Oncology, 6th 
Edition. (2021) 

3. Weinberg: The Biology of Cancer, 3rd Edition. (2023) 
4. Chabner and Longo: Cancer Chemotherapy and Biotherapy:  Principles and 

Practice, 6th Edition.  (2018) 
5. Hall and Giaccia: Radiobiology for the Radiologist, 8th Edition. (2018) 
6. Abbas, Lichtman and Pillai: Cellular and Molecular Immunology, 10th Edition. 

(2021) 

Supplemental textbooks are those that include select chapters, sections, or portions that 
contribute to an expanded understanding of the relevant Specialty or the General 
Examination. 

1. DeVita, Hellman and Rosenberg: Cancer: Principles and Practice of 
Oncology, 12th Edition. (2022) 
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2. Valenciano and Cowell: Cowell and Tyler's Diagnostic Cytology and 
Hematology of the Dog and Cat, 5th Edition (2019) 

3. Raskin, Meyer and Boes: Canine and Feline Cytology: A Color Atlas and 
Interpretation Guide, 4th Edition. (2022) 

4. Meuten: Tumors in Domestic Animals, 5th Edition. (2020) 
5. Latimer: Duncan and Prasse’s Veterinary Laboratory Medicine: Clinical 

Pathology, 5th Edition. (2011) 
6. Norman and Streiner: Biostatistics: The Bare Essentials, 4th Edition. (2014) 

Journals  
Articles Published between July 2019 – June 2024  

Core journals are veterinary journals containing articles contributing to a comprehensive 
knowledge base relating to the relevant Specialty. 

1. Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine  
2. Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association  
3. American Journal of Veterinary Research 
4. Journal of Feline Medicine and Surgery 
5. Journal of the American Animal Hospital Association 
6. Veterinary Clinical Pathology 
7. Veterinary Clinics of North America: Small Animal Practice 
8. Journal of Comparative Pathology 
9. Veterinary and Comparative Oncology 
10. Veterinary Pathology 
11. Veterinary Surgery 
12. Veterinary Radiology and Ultrasound 
13. Journal of Small Animal Practice 
14. Research in Veterinary Science 
15. Veterinary Immunology and Immunopathology 
16. BMC Veterinary Research 
17. BMC Veterinary Oncology 
18. The Veterinary Journal 
19. Veterinary Sciences 

Supplemental journals may include both veterinary and/or non-veterinary journals that 
contain articles contributing to a more detailed understanding of, and/or different 
perspective on, important pathophysiologic, pharmacologic, diagnostic, management 
and/or therapeutic topics of significance to the relevant Specialty, which is not available 
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elsewhere, and/or is complementary to information covered by the “core” journals and 
textbooks. 

1. Nature 
2. Cell 
3. Science 
4. Cancer 
5. Clinical Cancer Research 
6. Nature Reviews: Cancer 
7. Cancer Research 
8. Cancer Chemotherapy and Pharmacology 
9. PLoS Journals 
10. BMC (Biomed Central) Journals 

a. Genomics 
b. Cancer 
c. Genetics 
d. Molecular Cancer 

11. Cancer Immunology/Immunotherapy 
12. Oncogene 
13. Cancer Gene Therapy 

ACVIM Consensus Statements 
All published ACVIM Consensus Statements. 

Note: ACVIM Forum Proceedings are no longer considered appropriate allowable 
literature resources for the ACVIM General or Specialty Examinations.  

Seminal Articles 

Seminal articles and additional ACVIM Consensus Statements drawn from outside the 
aforementioned publication date limits.  

1. Bergman PJ, Camps-Palau MA, McKnight JA, et al. Development of a 
xenogeneic DNA vaccine program for canine malignant melanoma at the 
Animal Medical Center. Vaccine 2006; 24:4582-4585. 

2. Bailey DB, Rassnick KM, Dykes NL, Pendyala L. Phase I evaluation of 
carboplatin by use of a dosing strategy based on a targeted area under the 
platinum concentration-versus-time curve and individual glomerular filtration 
rate in cats with tumors. Am J Vet Res 2009;70(6):770-776. 
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3. Frazier DL, Price GS. Use of body surface area to calculate 
chemotherapeutic drug dose in dogs: II. Limitations imposed by 
pharmacokinetic factors. J Vet Intern Med 1998;12:272-278.  

4. Price GS, Frazier DL. Use of body surface area (BSA)-based dosages to 
calculate chemotherapeutic drug dose in dogs: I. Potential problems with 
current BSA formulae. J Vet Intern Med 1998;12:267-271.  

5. Hanahan D, Weinberg RA. Hallmarks of cancer: the next generation. Cell. 
2011 Mar 4;144(5):646-74. 

6. Hanahan D. Hallmarks of Cancer: New Dimensions. Cancer Discov. 2022 
Jan;12(1):31-46. doi: 10.1158/2159-8290.CD-21-1059. PMID: 35022204. 

7. London CA, Malpas PB, Wood-Follis SL, et al. Multi-center, placebo-
controlled, double-blind, randomized study of oral toceranib phosphate 
(SU11654), a receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitor, for the treatment of dogs with 
recurrent (either local or distant) mast cell tumor following surgical excision. 
Clin Cancer Res. 2009 Jun 1;15(11):3856-65. doi: 10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-
08-1860. Epub 2009 May 26. PMID: 19470739. 

8. Vail DM, Thamm DH, Reiser H, et al. Assessment of GS-9219 in a pet dog 
model of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. Clin Cancer Res. 2009 May 
15;15(10):3503-10. doi: 10.1158/1078-0432.CCR-08-3113. Epub 2009 May 5. 
PMID: 19417014. 

9. Nguyen SM, Thamm DH, Vail DM, London CA. Veterinary and Comparative 
Oncology. Response evaluation criteria for solid tumours in dogs (v1.0): a 
Veterinary Cooperative Oncology Group (VCOG) consensus document. Vet 
Comp Oncol. 2015 Sep;13(3):176-83 

10. Vail DM, Michels GM, Khanna C, Selting KA, London CA; Veterinary 
Cooperative Oncology Group. Response evaluation criteria for peripheral 
nodal lymphoma in dogs (v1.0)--a Veterinary Cooperative Oncology Group 
(VCOG) consensus document. Vet Comp Oncol. 2010 Mar;8(1):28-37. doi: 
10.1111/j.1476-5829.2009.00200.x. PMID: 20230579. 


