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2025 CREDENTIALS APPLICATION FORM
FOR CERTIFICATION AND ELIGIBILITY FOR 
2026 SPECIALTY EXAMINATION
CARDIOLOGY





I HEREBY APPLY to the Specialty of Cardiology of the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine for examination in accordance with its rules and will pay the Credentials Fee. I also hereby agree that prior to or subsequent to my examination, the Board of Regents may investigate my standing as a veterinarian, including my reputation for complying with the standards of ethics of the profession. I agree that no fee paid by me shall be refundable to me except if and as may be expressly provided by the Constitution and By-laws. I further covenant and agree (i) to indemnify and hold harmless the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine and the Specialty of Cardiology and each and all of its members, trustees, officers, examiners and agents from and against any liability whatsoever in respect of any act of omission in connection with this application, such examination, the grades upon such examination and/or the granting or issuance of or failure to grant or issue a Certificate to me, and (ii) that any Certificate, which may be granted and issued to me shall be and remain the property of the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine. In support of this application, I make the statements hereinafter set forth each of which I warrant is true and correct.
     

									
(Date)					(Signature)

Please type your application.  Each item in the application must bear at least one entry.  If “none” is applicable, please state. The College stresses the importance of careful completion of your application. Incompleteness will result in disqualification.

     
     
     
1.	Name							(Last)					(First)					(Middle)

[bookmark: Text5]2.	Work Address	     
				(Department, if applicable)
				     
				(Hospital or University, if applicable)
[bookmark: Text6]				     
				(Street)
[bookmark: Text7]				     				     		     		     
				(City)				(State)		(Zip)		COUNTRY

[bookmark: Text8]3.	Home Address	     
				(Street)
[bookmark: Text9]				     				     		     		     
				(City)				(State)		(Zip)		COUNTRY

(Candidates are responsible for updating contact information via the Candidate Dashboard on ACVIM.org
     

     
4.	Work Phone		Home Phone
	
	E-mail      	     

     
5.	ACVIM Assigned Candidate ID#:  
     

6.	Residency Training Program Location: 
	
     	       to	     
      	   Start date (mm/dd/yy)           	   End date (mm/dd/yy)

(If you have completed your residency, please include a copy of your Residency Certificate or a signed letter from your Resident Advisor, on letterhead, confirming successful completion of your residency and the dates. If you have not completed your residency, this documentation must be provided to ACVIM prior to Diplomate status being granted.)
     

7.	ACVIM General Examination Information: Year General Exam Taken:  

		(If you have not passed the General Examination, it is your responsibility to ensure that you are registered to retake the exam and you must pass this exam prior to Diplomate status being granted.)

8. Per Cardiology Specialty Manual section 8.A, Candidates may submit a complete Credentials Packets following completion of 108 weeks of their Residency Training Program. 

9. The Credentials submission fee in the amount of six hundred ten dollars ($610.00) must be PAID ONLINE via the candidate dashboard. All Credentials paperwork/videos and images must be uploaded to the candidate’s individual Datto folder no later than 11:59 pm, MT, December 1, 2025.  ACVIM is not responsible for late submissions and will not accept materials after the deadline for any reason whatsoever.

10. Per Cardiology SM 8.B.3, the applicant must submit letters of reference from three cardiology associates with whom the candidate has worked during the cardiology RTP. Please have your referees email their referee letters to Adam@ACVIM.org or submit it via https://dashboard.acvim.org/submit-letters prior to the December 1, 2025 deadline. If a Diplomate in a non-ACVIM specialty will be providing any of your letters of reference, these letters should be emailed directly to Adam@ACVIM.org by the deadline instead of the link above. Note, it is your responsibility to verify with your referees that their reference letters have been properly uploaded on time. Individual letters should address the following points:

1) The verification of residency training and the level of Diplomate supervision.

2) The applicant’s proficiency, judgment, and competence as a veterinary cardiologist and his/her academic readiness to sit for the examination.

3) The apparent commitment of the applicant to the objectives of the ACVIM (Cardiology).

4) The moral and ethical standing of the applicant in the veterinary profession. 

List the names and contact information (address, phone number, e-mail) of three professional colleagues (ACVIM Diplomates or ACVIM associates) who will provide references on your behalf:

[bookmark: Text39]Referee 1      


[bookmark: Text40]Referee 2      


[bookmark: Text41]Referee 3      


[bookmark: _Hlk52269088]Candidates will each receive a personalized access link/password to their individual Datto folder (via email, from Adam@ACVIM.org), to which they will upload all Credentials Materials.  Candidates should label each file with their ACVIM Candidate ID (e.g. “Candidate ID 123456_Questions,” “Candidate ID 123456_ ECG #1”). Datto folder access links/passwords are set to expire after 11:59 pm MT, December 1, 2025. Candidates will be able to view/add documents/materials within their Datto folder as needed, up until this time. The Datto folder access email will also contain the link to pay the Credentials Fee.

See Page 5 for detailed instructions on uploading Credentials materials to the Datto folder.

11. The following items must be uploaded to the Datto folder by the stated deadline:

a. This completed Credentials application form, signed and dated.

b. A signed letter from the ACVIM Diplomate supervising the candidate’s residency. The letter must document that the candidate is in an approved residency and is eligible to sit for the Specialty Examination.  Also, the letter should provide the date when the residency will be successfully completed.  Another statement must indicate that the candidate did not have any direct aid in writing the questions that he/she is submitting with this application.

c. A signed letter from the applicant stating that he/she did not receive any direct help in preparing the                                                                            submitted questions.

d. The Catheterization, Echocardiography, and Education Logs as well as the Cardiology Residency Training Program Log Summary Form. Logs must be signed by the Resident Advisor and Program Director. Logs must be a complete compilation of the residency thus far, NOT just the most recent year.

e. If completed, proof of completion of the research requirement. See Cardiology SM 3.E.7 for more information. 

f. Questions listed in the order below.

Candidates must prepare questions appropriate to the level of knowledge generally possessed by a Diplomate in Cardiology. The material will be evaluated to assess the candidate's expertise and familiarity with cardiology and cardiac cases. The questions will be graded according to the 2025-2026 Cardiology Credentials Questions Grading Rubric and must meet or surpass the established pass point of 9 out of 15 total points. 

Beginning fall of 2025 (for Candidates who are eligible to take the specialty exam in 2026), Candidates who submit their Credentials packet and fail to meet the established pass point (9/15 total points) can be awarded conditional approval of their Credentials packet and still be permitted to take the Specialty Examination without delay. Candidates with a conditional approval of Credentials will have the opportunity to resubmit their packet, as a fully approved Credentials packet with a passing score for the Credentials questions is a requirement for achieving Board-certification.

1) Five multiple-choice questions
 
2) Three short-essay questions (answers limited to 500 words)

3) Three good quality electrocardiograms with associated questions

4) Three still image graphics such as (but not limited to) radiographs, gross or microscopic pathology, cardiac catheterization data, still frame echocardiographic images, Doppler studies, or other special studies.  Each graphic question should be from a different imaging modality.

5) One digital video recording.

6) One case study consisting of a least 3 diagnostic tests and 3 questions that can be answered from the case materials. Diagnostic tests can be comprised of a heart sound recording or phonocardiogram, ECG, thoracic radiographs, diagnostic echocardiogram (multiple loops and stills), angiogram, pressure tracings, or other forms of imaging or diagnostics (computed tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, oximetry, EP study). 

12.	Candidates must take the Specialty Examination for the first time within 5 years of submitting their Specialty Exam Credentials.  If the examination is not taken during that period, a complete set of Credentials must be resubmitted, and all applicable fees paid before the Specialty Examination can be taken.

13.	The questions that are submitted by the candidates are put into the test question pool and may be included in future cardiology specialty exams, therefore, please make sure that all graphics are of good quality and can be reproduced.

If the application for Credentials is accepted or conditionally accepted, a registration fee of one thousand four hundred ninety-five dollars ($1,495.00) will be requested for administering the examination and will be due by February 3, 2026.  If, for any reason, the applicant is declared ineligible to take the examination, the six hundred ten dollars ($610.00) for reviewing credentials will not be refunded. NOTE: you may not register for the examination until your Credentials have been accepted or conditionally accepted.


Credentials paperwork and videos/images must be uploaded to the candidate’s individual Datto folder by:

 December 1, 2025, 11:59 pm MT.


















Referee Letter Submission Instructions 


Referee Letters should be emailed to Adam@ACVIM.org by the Referee or submitted via https://dashboard.acvim.org/submit-letters.

If a non-ACVIM Diplomate will be providing any of your letters of reference, these letters should be emailed directly to: Adam@ACVIM.org

Please contact Adam@ACVIM.org if you are a Referee and have questions.
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