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2025 ACVIM NUTRITION SPECIALTY EXAMINATION  
 
Candidate Preparation Information 
 
The information below is provided to help prepare for the Specialty Examination in 
Nutrition. Information pertaining to the exam schedule, administration, use of 
translational dictionaries, and special accommodation requests can be located on the 
Nutrition Candidate landing page on the ACVIM website: 
https://www.acvim.org/resources-for/candidates/nutrition  
 
Exam Structure and Scoring 
 
The Nutrition Specialty Examination is a conjunctive exam consisting of two sections 
scored separately. Exam questions may be a combination of multiple-choice questions 
and other item types (i.e., fill in the blank, selecting from a list, etc.), along with open-
response (short answer) items. 

• Section 1: General Principles of Nutrition and Practical and Clinical Nutrition: 100 
points 

• Section 2: Clinical Cases Management: 300 points 
 
The pass points for the Nutrition Specialty Exam are recommended based on the 
minimal level of competence as determined by Nutrition Diplomates after rating the 
examination through the standard-setting process. The pass point is approved by the 
ACVIM Certification Council. 
 
To become Board-certified, candidates must pass both sections of the Nutrition 
Specialty Examination. First-time candidates must take both sections, while those who 
do not pass both sections are only required to retake the section they did not pass. All 
candidates, whether taking the exam for the first time or retaking it, will complete the 
newly designed two-section examination. Candidates who first took the exam in 2024 
only need to retake the sections they did not pass, whereas those who last took the 
exam in 2023 or earlier, and have therefore not yet taken the redesigned format, must 
complete both sections.  
 
ACVIM has adopted a standardized scoring range for all certification exams. This 
change ensures greater consistency and transparency in score reporting. 
 
The pass point for the Nutrition Specialty Examination is determined by a standard 
setting process where Nutrition Diplomates rate the examination based on the definition 
of the minimal level of competence or a statistical procedure called equating which is 

https://www.acvim.org/resources-for/candidates/nutrition
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used to adjust for any differences in the level of difficulty across examination forms. The 
pass point is approved by the ACVIM Certification Council. 
 
For more information on scaled scoring, visit ACVIM Exam Scaled Scoring Information 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acvim.org%2Fdocs%2Fdefault-source%2Fcandidate-(with-diplomate-permissions-added)-documents%2Fscaled-scoring-acvim-website-information-finalfa6db56c-1ffb-4350-9238-7de64060f63c.pdf%3Fsfvrsn%3D57c770e0_6&data=05%7C02%7Cadam%40acvim.org%7C07bc0b258e1b4733043f08dd5cfd9ee0%7C0aef43fbc81f41cda73d67bc11170c14%7C0%7C0%7C638768966548854851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pc%2Ff5KKzlHma2z2SzwER5upTwDOM%2Bb05%2Fx8lbeiA5OM%3D&reserved=0

